
How does the 287(g) Enforcement 
Program harm immigrants & public safety? 

The 287(g) program negatively impacts 
communities for several reasons including; 
• Promoting racial profiling: Investigations by the Department of Justice have found 

that some jurisdictions with 287(g) agreements engage in more racial profiling 
during traffic stops, immigration raids and sweeps. 

• Breaking community trust in police: When local police turn into deportation 
agents, immigrant communities, including undocumented immigrants and legal 
residents, are afraid to report crimes, report emergencies and/or cooperate with 
law enforcement. They fear that calling 911 could result in their own deportation 
and/or their loved ones being deported. 

• Draining local resources: Some participating law enforcement agencies have 
shifted local police officers away from investigating serious crimes in their district, 
to focus on immigration enforcement. This causes local police officers to 
deprioritize their core duties.  

• Burden on local resources: The 287(g) program drains local and state 
jurisdictions. The startup and daily operating costs, as well as the maintenance 
fees, can easily cost millions of dollars - taxpayer dollars! These expenses can 
create significant budget deficits for localities. 


